
April 3, 2020 
 
NHS Families and Students, 
 
We are about to embark on remote learning at Needham High School. To 
help guide the experience and provide some details for it, I have included a 
document here that captures the essential ideas of what remote learning will 
look like for us. Let me start by saying it will not replace the depth of 
learning and experiences we are able to provide when we have a full day of 
interactions within the walls of Needham High School. The goals of our plan 
are to maintain our connections with each other while we are physically 
isolated and to do what we can to continue some of the learning that we had 
planned for this time when school is closed. It is not perfect. No plan for this 
could be given that we are dealing with a global health crisis that has forced 
us to rethink how we approach a people-oriented process, all within a few 
short weeks. The plan does provide both the structure and flexibility we all 
need in these challenging times. We will begin on Monday, April 6th. 

• The attached NHS Remote Learning document outlines our plans at 
NHS. This is the thorough explanation of the various elements of our 
remote learning plan.  

• Attached you will also find a slideshow that highlights some of the 
most important aspects of the plan. I have provided my own brief 
audio clips on most of the slides for some additional context and 
detail. Just click on the speaker to hear the audio. 

• And finally, please refer to the attached document that outlines  
the expectations for video conferencing. Since our interactions will 
primarily be digital during remote learning, it is important that we 
have clear and consistent guidelines and that everyone is reminded 
that our Student Handbook and Responsible Use Policy all continue 
to apply.  

 
I will continue to communicate to everyone as we get further into this 
remote learning period. For now, I will emphasize just three more points.  

1. It is essential to set up schedules and work environments that are 
conducive to learning; that includes reasonable bed and rising times 
that allow students to take part in all scheduled activities, work 
spaces that are free of distractions, and a continuing desire to learn 
and grow as students and people.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UHNvtRtKmEYZ_1pwSYbwUWAj3qmy3o_nUoYX81dlGfY/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Pc7APveaGwPtV0DXq5NmeQ8X_H3wkA422T1mGt3kt6E/edit#slide=id.g52d41c7d59_0_0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZNDGg8GPDGQXIxYNEb3x5cXhRomS4JpbMrVi_WtNLfE/edit


2. Yes, we do expect students to complete all assignments to the best 
of their ability. The remote learning assignments will receive 
feedback, just as during the year. Students should be engaging in 
their learning with their teachers and classmates in this environment 
to the best of their ability just as they did in a traditional 
environment. Given the circumstances, we will not penalize students 
who are not able to complete assignments, though, which leads to... 

 

3. This crisis is creating incredible and often unique challenges for 
many of us. Please reach out to teachers, counselors and 
administrators if students are unable to complete assignments for 
any reason - illness, financial challenges, technology challenges, etc. 
We will not be able to solve everything you are dealing with, but we 
absolutely can help support students through it.  

No one wants to be in the position we are in, but I do have faith that 
together we will work through it as well as possible. As isolated as we all are 
physically, it is even more important than ever to maintain our connections 
and relationships with those around us. 
 
I hope you all stay healthy and well through this.  
 
Aaron Sicotte 
Principal 
Needham High School 
781-455-0800 x22007 
 
	


